
Farming Biodiversity for
Profit and Resilience

The BIOVALUE project developed practical tools to help farmers bring
biodiversity-friendly products to the market while creating new income
opportunities. Two certification options were designed: the BIOVALUE
Inclusive & Participatory Label, a low-cost, community-driven guarantee
system ideal for smallholders selling locally, and the BIOVALUE Organic+
Label, a third-party certification that builds on existing organic standards
with added biodiversity criteria. Both labels signal to consumers that
products contribute to biodiversity, opening access to niche markets and
allowing producers to differentiate their products.

Alongside certification, traceability protocols ensure transparency from
field to fork, strengthening consumer trust and enabling farmers to prove
the added value of their products. Combined with the development of
new food products (such as buckwheat pasta, lentil brownies, or eggplant-
based snacks), these tools create market pull for underutilized crops.

From a practical perspective, diversifying with these crops can reduce
input costs (by using less water and fertilizer). Additionally, it enhances
soil fertility through improved crop rotations and increases resilience to
climate change. From a social perspective, farmers offering these crops
will meet the growing demand of consumers for sustainable and healthy
foods. Therefore, BIOVALUE offers farmers clear pathways to enhance
profitability while improving biodiversity and farm resilience.
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